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Britain, France, USA, Australia.
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World War Il Timeline 1939 - 1945

1941

Hitler tries to destroy the

| September 1939
Germany invades Poland.
Britain & France declare
war on Germany

10 May 1940
Germany invades

Winston Churchill becomes
our new Prime Minister

RAF & invade Britain

France.
July - October 1940
The Battle of Britain

22 June 1941
Germany invades
the Soviet Union
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The RAF pilots are

Children are evacuated

26 May - 4 June 1940
After retreating from the German
army 330,000 Allied troops are
rescued from Dunkirk by British
ships in‘Operation Dynamo’

outnumbered against
the German Lufcwaffe
but the few’ put up
an incredible fight &
prevent invasion

March 1941
Wormen successfully
take on men’s jobs to
support the war effort

7 December 1941
Japanese fighter planes attack
American ships at Pear|

15 February 1942
The Japanese army
captures Singapore
& take thousands
of Allied prisoners

23 October 1942 2 February 1943 9 July 1943
The Allies win the Battle of | | The Germans surrender | | The Allies take
£l Alamein in North Africa against the Russians control of Sicily
at Salingrad in the in ltaly
Soviet Union

6 June 1944 ‘D Day’
The Allies take the Germans
by surprise & invade France
in ‘Operation Overlord"

from cities to avoid
being bombed. Between
September|939 & April ¥
1940 many return home
again during the ‘phoney

‘war’ when Western
Europe is mainly
peaceful

Timeline

CHILDREN

are safer I the country

1939
The British Government
issue gas masks in case
of gas attack & urge

everyone to keep calm

The courage of the

Winston Churchill honours the outnumbered RAF
pilots, calling them the ‘few’

14 June 1940
The German army
enter Paris & take
control of France

September 1940 - May 1941 The Blitz
The Luftwaffe (the German Air Force) bomb
Britain destroying cities & killing 32,000
ordinary people

Food is rationed throughout
the war. People are encouraged |

Alan Turing & other experts at
Bletchley Park crack the Enigma
code allowing the Alies to read
secret German messages

Harbour in Hawaii.The USA | to ‘dig for victory’ and grow 13
joins the Allies in the war i emee] ‘The British army in North Africa
are called the ‘Desert Rats’
1940 onwards 12 June 1942 1940 - 1945

Groups of ordinary French people secretly
fight against the German occupation of
France & help the Allies during the war.
They are called The French Resistance

Anne Frank recieves a diary for her
thirteenth birthday & describes her
life whilst hiding from the Nazis until | =« | g

her capture in 1944 \
-

The successful D Day landings
in Normandy, France allow the
Alles to finally liberate Paris on
25 August

June - October 1944
Germany bombard Britain with
VI guided missiles nicknamed
‘Doodlebugs’ and V2 rockets
that kill thousands of people

in the last months of the war

27 January 1945
The Alles liberate Auschwitz
concerntration camp &
discover the full horror of
the Holocaust

8 May 1945 'VE Day’
Victory in Europe Day -
Germany is defeated

15 August 1945

V) Day’

Victory over Japan -
Japan surrenders after
atomic bombs destroy
Hiroshima & Nagasaki

The Holocaust
The Nazis kill 6 million

Jewish people in
concentration camps
during the war

Winston Churchill & the
Royal family wave to crowds
_ of people gathered outside
W Buckingham Palace to
N a1y Celebrate che end of the war

Februar
Princess Elizabeth (later
Queen Elizabeth Il joins the
Wormen's Auxiliary Territorial
Service as a mechanic
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